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230 ELECTROCAPILLARY PULSATION 


DISCUSSION. 

The Chairman remarked that the only experiments which he called to 
mind at all bearing on those now made by Dr. Lewis were some by Mr. Rollo 
Appleyard,* leading up ultimately to the design of a special coherer by 
Sir O. Lodge.f In Mr. Appleyard’s experiments globules of mercury, when 
* Proc. Phys. Society , 1897 . f Proc. Roy. Soc., 1903 . 
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made the negative electrode, sent out tentacles towards the positive globule, 
the length of the tentacle depending upon the current and the distance 
between the globules. He did not remember that any very definite theory 
had been put forward to explain the effects produced, though there was 
little doubt that the movements were a consequence of variations of surface 
tension. The peculiarity of Dr. Lewis’s experiments was the fluctuating 
character of the effect produced. Although the explanation of this that he 
put forward was only a qualitative one, it was extremely plausible, and the 
Society would look forward to further confirmation of it—of a quantitative 
kind if possible. 


